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SUNDAY WORSHIP

Sunday, December 24, 2006 —
“Our Participatory Nativity — Living the Story”
The Rev. Suzelle Lynch

The traditional story of the birth of Jesus created in tableau by children
and adults from our congregation. We imagine ourselves as part of the
story, and take its meaning into our lives in a new Wagrgenerational
service.

Sunday, December 24, 2006 — 4:30 pm
“Life Lessons from Jesus: What Jesus Knew”
** Christmas Eve Candlelight Service **
The Rev. Suzelle Lynch

A joyful and mellow time of carols, candlelight, and words of hope and
encouragement as we pause before the arrival of Chrishdaks and
children are welcome — and childcare will be provided.

Sunday, December 31, 2006 —
“Stories for the New Year to Lighten the Heart
and Spark the Spirit”
Pulpit Guest: Dr. Lucia Dorneden

Join us on this last day of 2006 to hear inspirational and gifted story
performer Dr. Lucia Dorneden (“Dr. D. Light”). She will bring a selection
of tales to help us get ready for the New Year within the worshipful format
of our Sunday morning service. Her lively, interactive and wise stories
delight children and adults alikintergenerational service.

Sunday, January 7, 2007
9:15 and 11:00 am
“When Danger Approaches — Sing to It”
The Rev. Suzelle Lynch
The cusp of a New Year is a good time to consider what it is we do when
confronted by something new and strange -- something that arouses our

sense of danger, and especially our fears. What is fear, and what is our
spiritual response to it?

UUCW affirms same-gender marriage, and the equgilta of GLBT people
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SCINTILLATIONS

Christmas Carol by Sara Teasdale

The kings they came from out the south,
All dressed in ermine fine;

They bore Him gold and chrysoprase,
And gifts of precious wine.

The shepherds came from out the north,
Their coats were brown and old;

They brought Him little new-born lambs --
They had not any gold.

The wise men came from out the east,
And they were wrapped in white;

The star that led them all the way

Did glorify the night.

The angels came from heaven high,
And they were clad with wings;

And lo, they brought a joyful song
The host of heaven sings.

The kings they knocked upon the door,
The wise men entered in,

The shepherds followed after them

To hear the song begin.

The angels sang through all the night
Until the rising sun,

But little Jesus fell asleep

Before the song was done.

- a column from your minister

Ah, how grand and lovely, and how human. The kings and wise men, the
angels and shepherds make a big fuss: they bring their gifts precious and
lowly, their songs of joy arrive on the rays of a star. And the baby? The
divine being who was birthed into human form? Like any newborn,

like the babies you and | once were, he fell asleep.

Susan Mitten, Clerk
Lewis Cadkin

B J Ermenc
Suzanne Keely
Jerry Mayhew
Mellissa Minich

Ann Stevens For the Divine is always woven in with the ordinary—the holy spark is in us

all—calling us always to be more than we are. More compassionate, more

Treasurer alive, more aware, more forgiving, more whole.

Leslie Peterson
May we follow that call, each in our own way.

With abiding affection and holiday joy,

The Rev. Suzelle Lynch
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End of Year
Financial
Contributions

The end of the year is
rapidly approaching!

Many UUCW members
like to pay off their annual
pledge before December 31
to take advantage of the
calendar year tax
deduction. Thisis a
reminder that now is the
time to do this before it is
too late for 2006. Please
have your pledge into the
church office by Tuesday,
December 26 if you plan to
take the tax deduction in
this calendar year.

Leslie Peterson
UUCW Treasurer

Please submit information
intended for the West Wind
one of two ways:

- e-mail the West Wind editor
with content either in the
body of the e-mail or as an
attachment

- fill out a West Wind announce-
ment sheet and submit it in
the “Committee Room”

West Wind Deadlines:
Sunday, December 24, 2006
Delivery: January 6, 2007

Sunday, January 7, 2007

Delivery: January 20, 2007
Sunday, January 21, 2007
Delivery: February 3, 2007

|Guest at Your Table Boxes — What's Next?

| have been filling my Guest at Your Table Box: Now what do | do?

Continue through the holidays to feed your GAYT box. If you did not get a box,
they are still available at the Social Action Table on Sundays. After cguntin
your donation, please convert your cash to a check made out to UUSC. Include
the check in the box; on January 7 bring your Guest at Your Table boxes; we
will return them during the services on that day.

MEMBERSHIP—Over the past four years we have increased the number of ou
congregants who belong to UUSC from 14 to 50. Let’s go for 75 in 2007.

You can become a UUSC member with your Guest at Your Table contribution.
Just fill out the bottom of the Guest box before turning it in.

Membership levels

$40 — General (1 adult)

$75 — Dual general (2 adults)
$20 — Senior (65 and over)
$40 — Dual senior

Gifts of $75 or more are matched by the UU Congregation at Shelter Rock in
Manhasset, N.Y.

$10.00 Student
$20.00 Dual student

It's not too late to get a Guest at Your Table box.
Pick one up after services. They are still available at the Social Action
Table.
Or contact Becky Steffes of the Social Action to arrange to get a box.

Remember: Bring your box back to church on January 7, 2007 and bring it
into the worship service with you then.

@UUS The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee  was founded
in 1939 to rescue victims of Nazi persecution. It's an
independent human rights organization whose work is
grounded in UU principles and made possible by the activism and generosity of more
than 47,000 supporters.

For more than 30 years, UU communities nationwide have participated in the Guest at
Your Table program, which supports the UUSC. We do it from our sense of gratitude, to
celebrate UU values, and to partner with UUSC to change the world.

This year, Guest at Your Table celebrates the work of UUSC and its program partners
to strengthen workers’ rights; protect the right to safe, affordable water; defend civil
liberties and democratic processes; and preserve the rights of vulnerable people after
disasters. Guest at Your Table is our UU tradition for educating our communities about
human needs and human rights, and sharing our blessings.



|Habitat Update

Saturday, December 9 was
another Habitat workday for
the great volunteers from
UUCW. Drywalling on two
new construction houses
was the task for the day.
Your church was
represented by Andrew
Fischer, Zach Trilling,
Matthew VanderMay,
Robert Fewel, Ron Trilling,
Larry Krolikowski, David

Rierson, Patrick Canney and

John and Tyler Copeland
(from the Lake Country
Unitarian Church). Thank
you volunteers.

For more info on Habitat
workdays, contact Dave
Rierson.

Central Midwest

District Assembly
coming in Spring

The Unitarian Universalist
Central Midwest District
Assembly will be held
April 13-15, 2007

at the Marriott Hotel in
Oak Brook, lllinois. The
keynote speaker, Alice
Mann, is an author and
Senior Consultant with the
Alban Institute. The
District Assembly theme,
“Congregations Alive! --
Embodying a Story that
Matters,” should prove to
be an exciting and
growthful experience for
all who attend. For more
information, check
http://www.cmwd-uua.org/
in January — or watch the
West Wind for further
announcements.

|Artist Reception for Sally Hackbarth

An artist reception and program will be held at Waukesha's Avalon Square,
where long-time UUCW member Sally Hackbarth's new photographic artwork is
displayed.

The overall artistic theme of this exhibit is “Cityscapes at Night.” Eeeption
takes plac&aturday, December 23 from 3:00 to 3:45. gmalon Manor is

located at 222 Park Place, Waukesha. This event is open to the public, and fre
refreshments will be served.

IFree showing of The Ground Truth: the Human Cost of War

On Friday, January 12 at 7:00 pm, Social Action will offer a free showing and
discussion of the feature-length documentary entifleel Ground Trutha
provocative and highly regarded film. It profiles men and women who served in
the armed forces in Iraq, focusing on the challenges they each faced once they
returned home. The movie challenges us to “support our troops by listening to
their stories” and gives a clearer picture of the cost of war—not just its doll
cost, but the toll it takes on the lives of those who fight it.

See the film that stunned audiences at the 2006 Sundance Film Festival as it
examines the physical, mental and spiritual cost of war, the manner in which ot
soldiers are trained to kill, and the effects of killing and combat on soldiers (and
their families) returning from the Iraq War.

For details, contact Becky Steffes.
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|Spirituality Group Forming

Are you a spiritual person? Do you ever think about what that means? If you
hear terms likeinner consciousnesall pervasive spiritrelationship to all that

is, orground of beingdo you wonder what that means? Do you have a sense C
meaning and purpose in your life?

A new group is being formed to discuss this so you can share your ideas with
others. You can learn from each other and open up to new questions you may
not have even known that you had. This group will be loosely structured to
encourage open participation. We will set the first meeting time aftanpear
from interested individuals. If you would like to be included, contact John Bahr.



|lUUCW Cookbook

Please submit your family or
favorite recipes for the
UUCW cookbook. Include
your name, number of
servings, ingredients, and
instructions. If you know
where the recipe came from,
please include that
information as well. You

can submit your recipes by
email to Shawn Kalloway or
Joan Janisch, or you can
leave a copy in the
Committee Room mailbox
markedcookbook

[Earth Ministry Calendar of Events

The Earth Ministry committee at UUCW will be offering some new evérs t
winter including free movie nights and free gardening classes. These eilents w
be open to the community, so feel free to invite any neighbors or friends that
may be interested!

FREE Friday Movie nights at 7:00pm:

January 19 —Earth to America This hilarious special celebrates life or]
Earth by taking aim at one of our planet's most serious problems: glopal
warming, and features comedy luminaries such as Steve Martin, Robjn
Williams, Ben Stiller and Jack Black, as well as Tom Hanks, Robert
Kennedy, Jr., and nearly a dozen others. (90 minutes)

February 2 —Too Hot Not to Handle A primer on global warming, this
HBO documentary features contributions from leading scientists in th
field and shows how businesses, local governments, and citizens are)
taking positive actions to reduce global warming emissions. (90 minujes)

U

February 16— Out of Balance This film shows the influence that the
largest company in the world has on governments, the media and citigens,
and what can be done about global warmidigt of Balancedoes not just
critigue Exxon-Mobil, it also offers challenging, large-scale ideashe
global social changes that must take place if there’s any chance of hgving
a livable planet for future generations. (60 minusex)
SUV City A short satirical animated film about the absurdity of big SUYs.
Some people might find it funnier than others as the underlying messhge
about four common types of big-SUV buyers may ring true. (8 Minutep)
and
Power Shift explores the remarkable ways energy touches our daily ljves.
Meet activists from around the world and learn personal action steps you
can take to reduce global warming. (26 minut€bese DVDs are made
available to us compliments of tBeéerra Club which will be co-hosting
these movie nights.

Gardening Classes by Delene Hansen

Delene is a member of Wild Ones and an expert on gardening with plants that
are native to this area. Why is it important to use native plants as opposed to
cultivated plants? Does it really make a difference? How? Don’t they @ll jus
look like weeds? Won't they take over the garden? Isn'’t it a lot of maintenance”
These are questions Delene will help to shed some light on. Clas$ex aned

will be about 1% hours long ddaturday mornings at 10:00aom the following
dates:March 3, March 17, March 31, and April 1Zhese classes are being paid
for from the profits of the Duck Doo sale last May.

For more information on any of these activities, contact Amy Taivalkoski.



Creating UUCW's Vision
and Mission Statements

The Long Range Planning
Committee is almost ready
to begin drafting Vision and
Mission Statements with
input received from the
congregation (Café 2012
sessions), the staff, and the
community (meetings with
public officials). So you
might well be asking “What
is a Vision Statement?”
“How is it different than a
Mission Statement?” And
“Why do we need both?”

According to the UUA’s
Congregational Handbook
of 1995, “A vision
statement and a mission
statement are distinct but
interrelated documents for
charting a congregation’s
future and current plans. A
congregation’s vision
statement gives expression
to what it ultimately wants

to create as a congregation.

It is what it aspires to be as
the result of its efforts in
ministry, programming and
outreach.”

“To move from having a vision to implementing that vision you need to clarify
your mission. Consequently, a mission statement should be informed by the
vision of the congregation.”

The handbook continues, “A mission statement focuses a congregation more
explicitly on what it wants to mean to the community where it exists. It orients
you in specific ways toward your community and coordinates the various
activities and programs toward broader intentions and aims.”

“To engage a congregation in articulating its mission is eliciting the sénse
meaning that comes from having a focus, a passion and a commitment.
Generally speaking, a mission statement should answer the following question:
If this is our vision, where does this lead us in mission? In what ways does our
vision lead us in service toward others in the broader community?”

The Long Range Planning Committee is committed to including as many
congregation members as possible in the process of creating our vision and
mission statements and long range plans. We also want to keep you apprised «
our progress as we work toward our goals. If you have any questions or concer
regarding our long range planning work, please speak to any of the members o
the committee: Ann Heidkamp, Lew Cadkin, Kris Tym, Rob Zimmerman, Karen
Engelking, Becky Steffes, Dave Middleton or

Rev. Suzelle Lynch.

On behalf of the Long Range Planning Committee,
Karen Engelking

Earth Ministry Committee Hosts Church Energy Stewar ds
Program

Fifty people from 23 Greater Milwaukee Area churches met at UUCW on
Sunday, November 2o learn how to improve energy efficiency in their

church buildings. The Energy Stewards program is sponsored by Wisconsin
Interfaith Climate and Energy Campaign along with We Energies. Members of
the UUCW Physical Plant Committee were among the participants. There is no
cost to the churches to participate in the program, although equipment upgrade
are likely to involve expenditures. Physical Plant Committee decided it would b
good for us to be involved.

The process includes having a free energy audit performed of our facility by a
program auditor to assess what opportunities exist for energy savings. The
Energy Stewards program provides financial incentives for certain types of
equipment replacement. For instance, UUCW could receive a payment for
replacing some of its older exit signs. Our initial audit was performed on
November 29. When we receive the results of the audit, the

Continued on next page (see Energy efficiency)



Energy efficiency
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Physical Plant Committee
will determine which
recommendations make
sense for UUCW, estimate
UUCW'’s cost for making
those facility modifications
and present the
recommendations to
church leadership.

A variety of denominations
were represented with
membership sizes ranging
from small to very, very
large. The program
provides some opportunity
for networking with other
churches going through the
process in order to learn
from each other. Because
UUCW has previously
taken action to improve our
church energy efficiency,
our reputation provides
encouragement to other
churches considering
energy savings action.

Coming to church
regularly
IS a gift
you give to
yourself.

REflections
Maria O’Connor, Director of Religious Education

After the hustle and bustle of the holiday season winds down, most of us reflect
upon our lives as we say goodbye to the old year and prepare for the new. We
all familiar with New Year’s resolutions! | am going to suggestsaltgion that is

fully intended to bring you nothing but joy: come to - W:F“
church!

| am as aware as anyone that we get busy with our lives 4~ "“
Coming to church regularly on Sunday mornings might Syt A::J 3

seem like a lower priority than all the obligations we hay éﬁ Ay
during the week. Sometimes we just want to sleep in on

Sunday mornings, or stay home and chill out. Sometimes

we just let the morning slip by and figure we’ll make it to church next time.

-

Even if it seems easier to stay home, | want you to make a resolution to do
something wonderful for yourself and your family: come to church!

Unitarian Universalists don’t require Sunday morning attendance as a dogma o
an obligation. But we can look at it as an expectation. Asking you to attend
church regularly is not meant to instill guilt. It is to remind you to make your
faith development a high priority. Asking you to attend church regularly is
meant to remind you that our church community is here for you—for your
inspiration, your comfort, your support, your connectedness with others, and fo
your faith. And since you are an integral, living part of our community, we need
your presence to make it whole.

Our religious community is a place. Our church is a home where we go to feel
safe in our vulnerable humanity and our search for wholeness. Our religious
community is a time when we set aside the mundane, busy, frantic, aspects of
our lives to be together, to learn and worship together. Our religious community
is a people of diversity and integrity as we gather in service to the wider
community and our world.

Can we do these things by staying home? | don’t think so—at least not as well.

Unitarian Universalist minister Jeanne Harrison Nieuwejaar wrote aifogaut

little book calledThe Gift of Faith: Tending the Spiritual Lives of Childrémit

she writes about the essential role of religious community. “For both parents an
children the pace of life is frantic, and for too many families there sexbes t

no unifying focus.” She hopes “that children and families, even in our fast-
paced, segmented, secularized culture, might still have a rich and sustaining
experience of religious community at the center of their lives.”

Nieuwejaar writes that “faith, felt at the core of one’s being, givemnimg and
direction to life.”

Yes, coming to church regularly is a gift you give to yourself. Itgétayou
give to yourself, your friends, your family, your children, and your community.
It is a gift of faith.



Sunday, December 24
11:00 a.m. Intergenerational Nativity
12:00 p.m. West Wind Deadline
4:30 p.m. Candlelight Christmas Eve
Monday, December 25 — OFFICE CLOSED
Tuesday, December 26 — OFFICE CLOSED
7:00 p.m. Music Comm.
Wednesday, December 27
Thursday, December 28
7:30 p.m. SOS
Friday, December 29
Saturday, December 30
9:30 a.m. PieceMakers
Sunday, December 31
11:00 a.m. Intergenerational Worship
Monday, January 1 — OFFICE CLOSED
Tuesday, January 2 — OFFICE CLOSED
7:00 p.m. Religious Services Comm.
Wednesday, January 3
1:00 p.m. Unity Circle
7:00 p.m. Spiritual Book Grp
Thursday, January 4
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal
7:30 p.m. SOS
Friday, January 5
Saturday, January 6
Sunday, January 7
9:15a.m. Sunday Worship & RE
9:15a.m. Return Guest @ your table
boxes
11:00 a.m. Sunday Worship & RE
12:00 p.m. West Wind Deadline
Monday, January 8
12:00 p.m. Stage West Playreading
5:30 p.m. AE: Yoga
5:30 p.m. Endowment Comm
Tuesday, January 9
7:15a.m. Men's Breakfast Group
6:00 p.m.  World Music Ensemble
7:00 p.m. Membership Comm
Wednesday, January 10
5:30 p.m. Finance Comm
7:00 p.m. Women’s Book Disc. Grp
Thursday, January 11
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal
7:30 p.m. SOS

Friday, January 12
7:00 p.m. AE: Dances of Universal Peace
Saturday, January 13
9:30 a.m. PieceMakers
8:00 p.m. Youth YRUU Winter Overnight
(CRI/Kit)
Sunday, January 14
9:15a.m. Sunday Worship & RE
11:00 a.m. Sunday Worship & RE
Monday, January 15 — OFFICE CLOSED
5:30 p.m. AE: Yoga
Tuesday, January 16
6:00 p.m.  World Music Ensemble
7:00 p.m. COM
Wednesday, January 17
7:00 p.m.  Spiritual Book Group
Thursday, January 18
7:00 p.m.  Adult Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m. Board of Trustees
7:30 p.m. SOS
Friday, January 19
7:00 p.m. Earth Ministries Movie Night
Saturday, January 20
9:00 a.m.  UU Orientation Class
Sunday, January 21
9:15a.m. Sunday Worship & RE
11:00 a.m. Sunday Worship & RE
12:00 p.m. West Wind Deadline
6:00 p.m. Interweave West Movie
Monday, January 22
5:30 p.m. AE: Yoga
Tuesday, January 23
6:00 p.m. World Music Ensemble
7:00 p.m. Music Comm
7:00 p.m. Facilitators UUnity Circle
Wednesday, January 24
6:00 p.m. West of 50
Thursday, January 25
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal
7:30 p.m. SOS
Friday, January 26
Saturday, January 27
9:30 a.m. PieceMakers
10:30 a.m. Cream City Chorus
6:30 p.m. Dinners In the Home

Please check the UUCW web site (uucw.org) for more information rihay have on the activities listed above.

AE = Adult Enrichment
RE = Religious Education

COM = Committee on Ministry EM = Earth Ministry
SA = Social Action

SEWUUC = Southeast Wisconsin Unitarian Universaisuncil SOS = Secular Organization for Sobriety

YAC = Youth Adult Committee  YRUU = Young Religiolsnitarian Universalists




UU Orientation to be held January 20, 2007
9 amto 12:30 pm

The UU Orientation is a great way to get to know other people here at UU
Church West, to learn more about Unitarian Universalism and this
congregation, and to find answers to any questions you might have about this
faith and this church. We’ll talk about our own personal spiritual journeys,
about UU history and beliefs, and about how UUCW works. This class is free
and recommended for anyone considering becoming a member of UUCW. To
register, please fill out a registration form (found on the foyer table) oacont
the church office (262)782-3535. Be sure to let us know your phone number,
and whether you need child care (also your children’s names and ages). Please
sign up by January 13.
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“Unitarian Universalist Church West is a Green Sanctuary church
affirming values and principles for a sustainable future.”
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TIME DATED MAIL
POSTAL CARRIER: PLEASE DELIVER BY 12-23-06!



